
Global Development 
Commons

Search, Share, and Partner for a Better 
World



MAJOR DEVELOPMENT TRENDS LEADING TO 
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT COMMONS (GDC)

Civilian-Military CooperationCivilian-led Development

Unstable and Ungoverned EnvironmentsStable and Secure Environments

Building Capacity/Strengthening InstitutionsProviding Goods and Services

International and Regional Trade StrategyDomestic and Local Market Oriented

Evolving and Expanding Partnerships“Sole Proprietor” Approach

Public and Private EngagementDevelopment Practitioner Awareness

National, Sub-national, and Regional PlansNational Development Strategies

Private Capital Flows and RemittancesOfficial Development Assistance 

Private Sector and Voluntary Organizations Public and Government Institutions

NEW DIRECTIONTRADITIONAL FOCUS



• The Global Development Commons (GDC) is the space 
where development actors unite - physically and virtually - to 
gather and exchange information, and services, communicate 
and form partnerships. 

WHAT IS THE GDC?



WHO PARTICIPATES IN THE GDC?
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INFORMATION SOURCES



GDC ACTION COMPONENTS



• Advanced ‘Google like’ search function

• Development websites & documents

• Advanced search functions

• Current & cost efficient

INFORMATION CENTRAL



• ‘Blog’ Like

• ‘Wiki Q & A’ function

• Creates Dialogue 

• Topic and Country

• Questions, best-practices, etc.

COMMUNICATION HUB



• ‘Craig’s List & E-bay like’ trading

• Goods needed

• Service sought or offered

• Partnership highlights
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WHAT’S OUT THERE?
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Tools designed to
be used  by

development
practitioners
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available in

multiple
languages

WHAT’S OUT THERE?



FACE-TO-FACE EXCHANGES

• Global World Economic Forum

• Joint Donor Recipient Country Planning Process

• International AIDS Conference



• Partner with cutting-edge information “experts”

• Refine information, communication and marketplace 
tools

• Increase country and citizen GDC access

USAID’S GDC ROLE?



• Determine USAID value added in web site/portals
--Conduct Agency wide Mission-level GDC survey
--Recruit “pilot  missions” for in depth GDC input
--Examine “end-user’s  interest/demand
--Identify barriers to “bottom-up” GDC access

• Explore “Forward Looking Sectors/Markets” Concept
--Which sectors hold the greatest promise?
--Is it land tenure, democracy, energy, value chain?
--How can we “build-out” a marketplace within the GDC?
--Revitalize M&E for best practices

• End Goal: Identify our comparative advantages

WORKING GROUP NEXT STEPS




